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God grant me the serenity

to accept the things I cannot change;

courage to change the things I can;

and wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time;

enjoying one moment at a time;

accepting hardships as the pathway to peace



T.P. MONGER 
 
 
 
 

 

TREE SURGEON 
 

*************** 

Tree Surgery  *  Tree Removal 

Logs For Sale 

Stump Grinding 

 

*************** 

 

Silchester  9700788 
Mobile  07831 288649 

Rowberry Morris 
 

SOLICITORS 
 

SHERFIELD HOUSE, MULFORDS HILL, TADLEY. 
 

Divorce, maintenance, children and general  
family law problems (SFLA accredited specialist  

in substantial assets and pensions) 
 

Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney 
 

Conveyancing and all domestic and commercial 
property matters 

 

Civil and Employment Dispute Resolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Telephone (Tadley) 9812992 
 

Email: office@rmtadley.co.uk 
 

Car park at rear of offices (access from Silchester Road) 
 

Offices also at Reading & Staines 
 

www.rowberrymorris.co.uk 

  

basingstoke@gpvets.com 

tadley@gpvets.com 

www.gpvets.com 

 

Appointments are available at the following times: 

Monday – Friday  09:00 - 10:30 

                            14:00 - 15:30 

                            16:30 - 19:00 

 & Saturday          09:00 - 10:30 

Interest Free Credit  
available on all  
purchases over £150 
(Subject to Status) 

 



A 

 

WILLOW COTTAGE,  ASH LANE 
SILCHESTER,  TADLEY, RG7 2NL 

TEL / FAX  01256 882866 
 

TILING - SLATING 
CHIMNEYS - GUTTERING 

FELT ROOFING 
FASCIA & SOFFIT 

ROOF MAINTENANCE 
LEAD WORK SPECIALIST 



B 

Abinger Joinery 
 

Window, door and staircase  

specialists, including built in 

furniture. 
 

Units 1 & 2,  

Frobury Farm,  

Kingsclere, 

RG20 4QQ 
 

Workshop (Alan): 01635 299733 

Email: alfabinger@aol.com 

Website: www.abingerjoinery.co.uk 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

• ExtensionsExtensionsExtensionsExtensions    

• AlterationsAlterationsAlterationsAlterations    

• Garage ConversionsGarage ConversionsGarage ConversionsGarage Conversions    

• All General Building WorkAll General Building WorkAll General Building WorkAll General Building Work    

• Free QuotationsFree QuotationsFree QuotationsFree Quotations 



C 

 

Complementary-Works 

 

Allergy & Hayfever Testing & Treatment 
Kinesiology 

Reflexology 

 

Gift Vouchers available 

 

Contact Annette  07836 352273 
www.complementary-works.co.uk 

 

Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers 
Dishwashers, Fridges, Freezers 

 

Repairs Guaranteed 

 

FOR FAST SERVICE RING RICK LAWRENCE 

APPLIANCES ALSO SOLD 

01635 298300 

Est.  
1982 

KINGSCLERE ● TADLEY 

BASINGSTOKE ● NEWBURY 

 

All aspects of plumbing and gas heating undertaken: 
 

• Central heating systems 

• Boilers 

• Bathrooms and showers 

• Water tanks and cylinders 

• Taps, ball valves and stop cocks 

• Dishwashers, washing machines, gas cookers 

 

Friendly and professional service. 

Fully insured and all workmanship guaranteed. 

Good rates. No job too small. 

Free estimates with no obligation. 
 

Call Iain 

Mobile 0788 644 9756    

www.orchardphs.co.uk 



D 

Vocal Coaching 

Piano Lessons 

Trumpet Lessons 

Music Theory Tuition 

 

 

Robin Scott   B.Mus (Hons) 

07976 280601 / 0118 9700242 

robinscottmusic@hotmail.com 

City & Guilds QualifiedCity & Guilds QualifiedCity & Guilds QualifiedCity & Guilds Qualified    

With over 20 years experience in:With over 20 years experience in:With over 20 years experience in:With over 20 years experience in:    
    

Furniture Design & Making 

Antique Restoration & Repairs 

French Polishing 
 

Tel: 0118 9817089   Mobile: 07929 278778Tel: 0118 9817089   Mobile: 07929 278778Tel: 0118 9817089   Mobile: 07929 278778Tel: 0118 9817089   Mobile: 07929 278778    

Email: Email: Email: Email: info@samuelbeckett.co.uk    

Website: Website: Website: Website: www.samuelbeckett.co.uk 

SILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCHSILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCHSILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCHSILCHESTER METHODIST CHURCH    
    

HALL RENTALHALL RENTALHALL RENTALHALL RENTAL    
(including use of kitchen)(including use of kitchen)(including use of kitchen)(including use of kitchen)    

Ideal for regular meetings/classes/children’s partiesIdeal for regular meetings/classes/children’s partiesIdeal for regular meetings/classes/children’s partiesIdeal for regular meetings/classes/children’s parties    
    

Ring Lynda:   0118 9812785Ring Lynda:   0118 9812785Ring Lynda:   0118 9812785Ring Lynda:   0118 9812785    

Sam Walker Tel: 01256 830705 or 07840 053996 

email sam.walker@barkingmad.uk.com 

Jacki Whitehouse 

Painter & Decorator 
 

Private and commercial 
Interior and exterior 
Wallpapering and coving 

Over 15 years experience 

 

For a free estimate call 
07803006559 or email 
jackiwhitehouse29@gmail.com 

 

  @jackithepainter 

How Do You…? 
Let Local people know about  

 

Your Business  ???Your Business  ???Your Business  ???Your Business  ???    
 
    

Advertise here in the  
 

Silchester  
Magazine 

 

Contact the Advertising Manager: 
 

Advertisers@Silchester.org 

 

REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON  

UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND 

CONSERVATORIES 
 

*misted / broken glass        *handles / hinges 

*locks / gaskets       *adjustments 

* and much more 
 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED INSTALLER 
FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS, COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS 

Personal professional service 

Call: 07901 860352 
Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com 

www.theupvcexpert.com 
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BOOKING ENQUIRIES AND RATES FROM 

VIVIENNE HARTSHORNE, 16 HARTLEYS 

0118  9700940 

HAVING A PARTY, A WEDDING, A DISCO? 

WHY NOT HIRE THE 

VILLAGE 

HALL? 

LARGE OR SMALL HALL 

AVAILABLE AT  

REASONABLE CHARGES  

KITCHEN FACILITIES 

APOLLOAPOLLOAPOLLOAPOLLO    

• Aerials  
• Satellite 
• Network Cabling and WiFi 
• CCTV 
• TV Wall Installations  
• Audio Systems 
• Home Entertainment Specialists 

 

E mail:  apollosat@btconnect.com 
Tel:  0118 981 0002 / 01256 811288 

Mobile:  07860 574431 
www.apolloav.co.uk 

PILATES 
 

Whatever your age or ability my small groups cater for everyone. 

If you would like to attend my Body Control Pilates classes either call, text or email Heather. 
 

£10 per class     Email:  hs&itnessuk@mac.com     Call:  07785 254313 
 

 Bramley	Clift	Meadows	 Burgh�ield	St	Mary's	Parish	Centre	 Padworth	Village	Hall		

 Tuesdays - 9.30am & Fridays - 11.30am Mondays - 9.30am, 10.30am, 7pm & 8pm Wednesdays & Fridays - 9.30am 

  Wednesdays - 6pm, 7pm & 8pm & Fridays - 1.30pm 
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The Calleva Arms 
 

Keren & Stu welcome you to your 

local pub at the heart of the village. 

 

Open all day 

Food served:  

Mon-Sat 12-2:30pm  

& 5:30-9pm 

Sun 12-4pm 

℡  0118 970 0305 

� thecalleva@gmail.com 

Facebook :  

The Calleva Arms – Silchester  

Computer Problems? 

 07789 835690 
 www.pchelptoyou.co.uk 

Mortimer based Microsoft Consumer Support Technician 

For all your computer needs, including troubleshooting, setup, 
backup, repair, upgrades, internet, websites and anything else 

In-home and remote services plus free advice by e-mail 

Call Richard on 07789 835690, 
e-mail richard@pchelptoyou.co.uk 

or visit www.pchelptoyou.co.uk 

T.G.TurnerT.G.TurnerT.G.TurnerT.G.Turner    
Plumbing & Heating  

 

Installations of Central Heating, Bathrooms, 

 Boilers, All General Plumbing and  

Repairs Undertaken. 
    

                 t.turner1664@sky.com 
       

               Mobile: 07774 907536  

              Tel: 01256 889925 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT ITALIAN RESTAURANT 

 

WE ARE BRINGING THE TRUE AUTHENTIC  

ITALIAN FLAVOURS TO THE LOCAL  

COUNTRYSIDE IN A WELCOME AND  

RELAXING TIMELESS SETTING 

 

0118 981 9090  

 

BRIMPTON COMMON     RG7 4RN 

 

£2 discount  
on YOUR first journey with us 

£2 off and 1 voucher per journey per day. T&C's apply. 
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Dear Readers:

Please note that most Village events have been CANCELLED due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19)

restrictions and advice. Below are a list of events - where we have been informed that have been

cancelled at time of print (21/03/2020) we have marked them as such.

April

Wed 1st 2pm Phoenix Club ~ ‘Myths and Legends of the Great War’ ~ talk by

   Philip Pearce ~ in Village Hall Club Room (CANCELLED)

Fri 3rd 7.45pm Silchester Association AGM ~ in Village Hall

Sat 4th 10am Silchester Village Market ~ in Village Hall (CANCELLED)

Sun 5th 9.30am Palm Sunday Walk (CANCELLED)

Tue 7th 10am Easter Holiday Workshop (for ages 4-14) at Methodist Church

     (CANCELLED)

Wed 8th 10am Easter Holiday Workshop continues (CANCELLED)

Mon 13th midnight Magazine Copy Deadline

Tue  14th 10am  Friendship Circle Coffee Morning ~ at Heathersaye, The Common

     (CANCELLED)

Thu 23rd 7pm Spring Craft Evening ~ at Silchester Methodist Church

     (CANCELLED)

May

Sat 2nd 10am Silchester Village Market ~ in Village Hall

Wed 6th 2pm Phoenix Club ~ ’Life on board a canal boat called Calleva’ ~ talk by

   Sue and Colin Hunt ~ in Village Hall Club Room

Fri 8th 12 noon VE Day ‘Picnic in the Park’  (CANCELLED)

Sat  9th  VE Day Fun Run (CANCELLED)

Tue 12th 10am  Friendship Circle Coffee Morning ~ at 25, Dukes Ride

Wed 13th midnight Magazine Copy Deadline

Copy for this magazine should be sent to: editor@silchester.org

PLEASE NOTE: The next deadline for copy for the May issue is

midnight on 13th April

We would like to thank all those who still volunteered to bring you the Silchester Magazine in the

light of the Coronavirus restrictions.  For our Readers, we hope that you appreciate still receiving

the Silchester Magazine in these uncertain times. If these restrictions are not lifted by April 13th

it is very unlikely that we will be producing a physical magazine next month.  Please see

http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/ – where we will have an electronic copy if possible.

Claire & John Richardson - Editors

Silc
hester

Magazine
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Vicar's Letter April 2020  (18. 03. 2020)

I suspect these thoughts will be out of date before the ink is dry on this magazine, the way things

are changing so rapidly. Maybe some people will be installing bidets because of a lack of toilet rolls,

and vodka will be being sold in the pharmacy because of shortage of hand sanitiser. Walking poles in

Silchester will not be used for walking but extended to their full length and used to measure the two

metre gap between us. But maybe many people will be suffering directly or indirectly from the virus

with some critically ill or sadly passed away.

How are we coping? With black humour; with tears; with worry and anxiety; with support from family,

neighbours and friends? I am particularly fearful for the mental health of those in the high risk

categories as they experience loneliness and fear of the unknown.

The Bible says "Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will

strengthen you and help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand" (Isaiah 41). These verses

do not say you will be healed, but rather God will help you through whatever you face. Prayer does

sometimes result in healing or protection and it is right we should pray for that but in a world like

ours, which spends so much of its time out of tune with God, it is perhaps not surprising that prayer

does not always result in what we want. But whatever you think about prayer, the one thing that God

guarantees is that, whether you are a believer or a prayer or not, God is always with you ready to

strengthen us and help us whatever the situation we face, if we will just turn to him. The simple

prayer "God help me" has been responded to by God millions of times over the centuries.

I have no magic answer as to why sometimes the answer is complete protection or healing, but other

times apparent silence, but from my experience I do believe that somehow God holds me together and

supports me through the worst situation. I can't offer much more than that, but for me there have

been times when that has meant everything.

At St Mary the Virgin sadly there will be no services until further notice, but the church will always

be open for prayer. Inside the church there is a prayer tree on the prayer table on which to hang

your prayers which will be taken and prayed over. There are words of encouragement and comfort,

and prayer sheets for you to take away. You can go in and quietly sit or kneel, or if no-one else is

there, go in and shout to God, or even sing. There will be regular prayers, Bible passages and

"thoughts for the week" on the website, or sent to you if you sign up by contacting me.

At the time of writing, weddings and funerals could continue, though numbers of attendees may have

to be limited, and different processes are being put in place for the reading of banns.  Unfortunately

Christenings may have to be postponed unless there are health or other good reasons, but I will be

contacting those currently arranged.

As long as I keep healthy I am here for you to ask for help, to talk with, to berate for prayers

seemingly unanswered, and to join in celebration and thanks for those prayers clearly answered.

You might think I have a hot line to God, but I don't know what the future holds and I don't

understand what's going on any better than the rest, but I hang on to the above Bible verse with my

shaky human faith, and I pray earnestly for this whole community, whether or not you ever walk

through the door of the church - But if, at the time of writing, you know where I could get a toilet

roll from, I'm sure God would bless you enormously!

God bless you all, Rob

Revd Rob Young  Resident Vicar of St Mary the Virgin Silchester

robwyoung101@gmail.com  ~  01189700884
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In the Benefice of Tadley with Pamber Heath and Silchester

We are all concerned by the pandemic that is affecting much of the world, and now our own

country is seeing numbers of deaths caused by the coronavirus COVID 19.

The spread of this virus needs to be halted or slowed down, so we have been instructed by our

Archbishops to cease all services and home groups or any other non-urgent meeting.

Therefore we will not be meeting in our churches for Sunday services or any

other midweek meeting.

We know that this is distressing and understand that some will feel that it is the wrong response,

but we have to be guided by the epidemiologists and public health advisors as well as our Bishops.

This does not mean that the church has stopped praying or serving God and our community.

We will be praying all the more, and encourage all of you to join us in prayer at the time you

would usually go to church.

Our church will remain open in the day, so you can drop in to pray alone in daylight hours.

We will send out regular emails to keep church members up to date and offer some resources to

help you pray and manage the concern of those around us.

Please let us know if you or anyone you know needs a phone call or urgent

supplies collecting. If feel you might be able to help with either of these please

let Rob know ( 01189700884  07818064923  robwyoung101@gmail.com ) and we

will contact you if needed. Thank you.

Revd Canon Richard Harlow (Rector)           Revd Rob Young (Resident Vicar)

http://www.silchesterchurch.co.uk/

The Richard Hyde Charity - a Reminder
Several years ago the Trustees announced that a generous legacy had been left by a long time

resident of Silchester for the benefit of Senior Citizens of our village who may find themselves

needing a little help with transport.  This could be in the way of helping with transport to the

shops, medical appointments or maybe helping with an occasional visit to family which would

otherwise be impossible.  We could provide a taxi to make it easier for you. Please do not be

afraid to ask if you do have a problem with transport - just telephone any of the Trustees below

and we will see if we can help.

Also please remember Silchester's Richard Hyde Charity. If anyone, no matter what age, finds

themselves in any sort of financial hardship please do not be too proud or independent to speak to

any of the trustees listed below. All applications will be considered in absolute confidence. We

have regular meetings so if you have a request please do get in touch and we can consider it then.

However, we can always meet urgently and make a quick decision if there is a pressing need.

Trustees' contact numbers are:-

   Richard Harlow 0118 9814860

   Kathryn Williams 0118 9700256

   Ann-Marie Dalton 0118 9700627

   Anita Withers  0118 9700196

   Helen Morgan (sec) 0118 9701055
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SIDESMEN
Any queries to Veronica Picton 0118 9815782

FLOWERS
Would anyone with queries about flowers in Church

please contact Pat Morgan 0118 981 4065
We have been asked that lilies are not used in the altar flowers

April: April:

5th  No flowers for Lent

12th Team effort for Easter

19th Mrs P Morgan

26th Mrs R Matthews

May:

3rd Mrs R Matthews

10th Mrs P Morgan

17th Mrs P Morgan

24th Mrs J Pearson

31st Mrs J Pearson

CLEANING
April:

4th Mrs Platt and the Bellringers

11th Mrs Platt and the Bellringers

18th Mrs Cole and Mrs Hellem

25th Mrs Cole and Mrs Hellem

May:

2nd Mrs Hodge and Family

9th Mrs Cole and Mrs Hellem

16th Miss Pratt and Mrs Withers

23rd Miss Pratt and Mrs Withers

30th Mrs Speight and Mrs Rodgers

LESSON READERS
Any queries to Veronica Picton 0118 9815782

April:

CHURCH SECURITY
Commencing each Monday

April:

6th Stuart and Rosemary Sinclair

13th Richard and Sheila Fletcher

20th Hazel Baldock

27th Mike Cole

May:

4th Dennis and Nina West

11th Maurice and Anita Withers

18th Ralph Atton

25th Richard and Claire Eldridge

AL
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Local Help & Services During COVID-19 Restrictions

The Facebook group ‘Spotted Silchester’ has the names of some people offering to help others

locally if they are in isolation – or go there to volunteer your help if able.

Also please see the Facebook group called 'Buy Nothing Silchester' which has a form people can

post through neighbour's doors to offer help, and is trying to coordinate people.

Information may also be found on Facebook at ‘Tadley, Baughurst and Pamber Heath Community

Coronavirus Response’.

Our local Pubs, The Calleva Arms (0118 970 0305), The Red Lion (0118 970 0169) and

The Pelican (0118 970 1558) are offering a take-away/delivery service (Food and Beer!!).

Suzi & Jane from the Pop Up Cafe (0118 982 0539) are also offering a take away/delivery

service (Food but not Beer!)

… IN THE SILCHESTER MAGAZINE

    COSTS LESS THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

We will design an advert for you,
or use your own artwork,
from only £50 for a year

- that’s 11 issues!

To advertise,
contact the Advertising Manager:

Advertisers@Silchester.org

or call 0118 9700 546

Silc
hester

Magazine

Easter Holiday Workshop

Sadly we have had to cancel the Easter Children’s Workshop which had been planned for

April 7th and 8th.

It is with great regret we have had to cancel – but do we hope to be able to do an

Advent workshop November or December.

Em Paddick Wilsdon
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COVID-19

COVID-19 is a new illness that can

affect your lungs and airways. It's

caused by a virus called coronavirus

Stay at home if you have

coronavirus symptoms

Stay at home if you have either:

� a high temperature – you feel hot to

touch on your chest or back

� a new, continuous cough – this means

you've started coughing repeatedly

Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.

You do not need to contact 111 to tell them

you're staying at home.

Testing for coronavirus is not needed if you're

staying at home.

How long to stay at home?

� if you have symptoms, stay at home for

7 days

� if you live with other people, they should

stay at home for 14 days from the day

the first person got symptoms

If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has

a long-term condition, is pregnant or has a

weakened immune system, try to find

somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days.

If you have to stay at home together, try to

keep away from each other as much as possible.

Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus

service if:

� you feel you cannot cope with your

symptoms at home

� your condition gets worse

� your symptoms do not get better after

7 days

Only call 111 if you cannot get help online

How to avoid catching and

spreading coronavirus (social

distancing)

Everyone should do what they can to stop

coronavirus spreading.

It is particularly important for people who:

� are 70 or over

� have a long-term condition

� are pregnant

� have a weakened immune system

Do

� wash your hands with soap and water

often – do this for at least 20 seconds

� always wash your hands when you get

home or into work

� use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water

are not available

� cover your mouth and nose with a tissue

or your sleeve (not your hands) when you

cough or sneeze

� put used tissues in the bin immediately

and wash your hands afterwards

� avoid close contact with people who have

symptoms of coronavirus

� only travel on public transport if you

need to

� work from home, if you can

� avoid social activities, such as going to

pubs, restaurants, theatres and cinemas

� avoid events with large groups of people

� use phone, online services, or apps to

contact your GP surgery or other NHS

services

Don't

� do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if

your hands are not clean

� do not have visitors to your home,

including friends and family

For up to date information please see:

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Phoenix Club
A record number of people came to Sandi Smithers' talk and slide show about her 'Ride The Rift'

adventure. Sandi loves Africa and thrives on personal challenge so when she heard about a cycle

ride along the Rift Valley in Kenya it just had to be done! All the more so as it was organised by a

group called Charity Links which was raising money for East African Education charities.

Sandi was supported in her training by members of the 'Wobbly Wheels' U3A

cycling group, some of whom joined us for Sandi's talk. They cycled 300km,

setting up camp along the way, and were rewarded with a Safari on the last day.

Sandi's photos, and some from other members of the group, were excellent and

really gave us a flavour of the experience - without all the aches & pains! The

places where they camped had amazing scenery and a lot of animals but were

obviously well off the normal tourist trail.

We saw photos of elephants, giraffes, a lioness with cubs, baboons, vervet & colobus monkeys.

Also hyenas, eland and wildebeest. Some of these visited the camps at night! The group raised

over £40,000 of which Sandi raised about £4,500 and work has already begun on renewing the

toilet block for the Olooseos Girls School.

Sandi has been tempted by a similar challenge which will take place in Uganda in 2021. 600 km this

time. She has already started collecting funds towards this venture. Watch this space.......!

Sadly the projector was not working properly and we didn't get the full impact of the photos so

Sandi has offered to host a coffee morning later on so that people who would like to see the

pictures in more detail will be able to do so.

 Due to the Coronavirus we have decided to cancel the April meeting - see separate article.

Jan Hughes

VE Day 75th Anniversary - Friday 8th May 2020
Victory in Europe Day on the 8th May 1945 was the day that Germany officially surrendered and

ended the second world war in Europe. Although fighting would continue against Japan in the far

east until August, VE Day was a day for jubilant festivities in Europe as people across the nations

celebrated the end of six years of terrible war.

We wanted to join the country in celebrating and had planned a picnic on the Cricket Field with

games and entertainment from the Silchester Choir and the 2nd Silchester Brownies.

Sadly, due to the current health crisis, we feel it is necessary to cancel this public event. It is an

important day in our history though and we hope that you will mark the day with something in your

own homes.

Did you live in Silchester during the Second World War? If you did, we would love to hear from

you and ask you to share any memories of the war years. You may have been in the armed forces

or in civilian service, or even a child evacuee. Contact me at lesley@brewin.org.uk

We can print any stories in next month's magazine.

Hopefully when this is over, we can have a big party to celebrate!

Lesley Brewin
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Congratulations to Ralph Atton who has recently

had a "Big 0" birthday. Ralph has been a

stalwart of the Parish of St Mary's for many

years. Ralph would like to thank everyone for

their kind wishes.

We were saddened to hear of the sudden death

of Gill Baldock after a short illness. Gill was a

great "volunteerer" and helped in many roles in

the Village (Market teas, various stalls at the

Fete and Coffee Mornings etc.). Gill was an

active member of Tadley U3A and went on many

trips with various groups. Our condolences go

out to all her family at this sad time.

If you have any news for the People News,

happy or sad, please send details in an

e-mail to peoplenews@silchester.org or

telephone Ann-Marie on 9700627 or

Irene on 9700996.

People News

The best laid plans......

The date was set: 28th March 2020 and the

Playground bark was ordered for delivery on 27th

March.  With a little trepidation, I ordered 50%

more than last year hoping that by then the weather

would be warmer and we would have a good turnout

for the Bark Spread.  Notices were put in the parish

magazine.  Everything was arranged.

So, imagine my horror when on the 27th February six

pallets of bark appeared at the Playground.  I

frantically went back through my emails - definitely

ordered for March.  Rang the supplier.  They couldn't understand how it had happened, but would

arrange for it to be taken away and stored until 27th March.

Monday afternoon, the haulier turns up.  But the pallets are too heavy for the tail lift of their

lorry.  After just 2 pallets they give up.  The rest will have to remain.  Over £1,000 of bark

sitting in the open.  What to do?

So I would like to offer a massive thanks to over 30 people who turned up last Saturday for an

impromptu Bark Spread.  The volunteers from the Common Working Party, the Basingstoke and

Deane councillors who took a break from

canvassing to help, the school parents, and those

that just came to help out in my time of crisis.  All

six pallets of bark were spread in record time.

Thank you all. I love living in a community where

things like this happen.  And the bark spread

previously advertised for 28th March is cancelled!

Vanessa Richards
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Silchester Players
We are delighted to report that we have just

heard we have been awarded an "Accolade of

Excellence" for our production of "Treasure

Island" which took place early in 2019. This has

been granted by the National Operatic and

Dramatic Association (NODA) of which we are

members.  As this is our fifth such award in

recent years, it is indeed very gratifying that

the quality of our productions is gaining wider

recognition.

Auditions for our next play, Shakespeare's

"The Tempest" took place on 18th February. The

cast has now been selected and rehearsals for

this ambitious production have started. There

are numerous challenges ahead both for actors

and stage crew, but we are confident that we

can present an exciting and engaging spectacle.

The play is being staged on 15/16//22/23 May.

Watch for more details in next month's

magazine.

An early task is the preparation of scenery as

we pride ourselves on the colourful sets we

assemble and paint for all our shows. Set

building takes place over most weekends leading

up to a production and involves a considerable

amount of work. For exterior scenes we use

canvas backdrops framed with "flats" giving

access to the wings. Interiors can be made by

attaching several flats together and anchoring

them securely on the stage.

Most backdrops and flats are freshly painted

for each production. All members of the

company lend a hand, particularly in the early

stages as often it is necessary to blank out the

previous colours before a fresh scene can be

created. Those who saw the spectacular throne

room in "Snow White" will appreciate that

considerable overpainting will be necessary to

erase all traces of the deep blues and reds of

the Wicked Queen's palace!

One of the challenges we face is the limited

amount of space in Silchester Village Hall. Our

flats are stored either on or underneath the

stage. Unfortunately access below the stage is

difficult due to the lack of

height. To solve this problem

a number of years ago our

stage crew constructed long

trolleys on runners which can

be pulled out into the body of

the hall. We share the

understate storage with the nursery and were

able to assist them by making a similar trolley

for their equipment.

If you pop into the Village Hall on the set

building weekend you will see the main room

transformed into a workshop. We spread sheets

over the floor then rest the flats on tables

while they are being painted. They are then

propped up against the balcony or the walls

while the paint dries.

The picture shows two members of the Players

hard at work painting flats. Once the base

layers are prepared then the detail is applied by

the more artistic members. If this article

inspires you to help with our stage creations

please visit our website

www.Silchesterplayers.org. or contact our

membership secretary sarah@oliver.net

STOP PRESS

The Players have just taken the decision

to postpone their production of

"The Tempest".
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Silchester Association
www.silchester.org

Quiz Night
We had a new Quiz Master, Ben Leyburn this year and we all enjoyed his theme of basing each
round on a popular TV Quiz Show. We played 'Who Wants to be a Millionaire?', 'Countdown',
'Pointless', 'Never Mind the Buzzcocks' and many more. Once again, we had a sell-out with 13
tables crammed into the Village Hall and the competition was fierce.
There were less than 10 points between the top five teams with the 'Scrambled Eggheads'
narrowly beating the 'Saga Louts' to top place.  Then, only one point behind the Saga Louts, 3rd

place was taken by the 'Not So Secret Seven'. The best dressed table prize was won by 'Under
the Sea' who had used a lovely fishy theme for their table.
Our very grateful thanks to Ben for putting the quiz together - we all know that it is a very time-
consuming undertaking. Also, thanks to Hannah Monger and Sarah Houseman for doing the scoring.

Professor Fulford's Talk
Unfortunately, due to the current situation surrounding the Coronavirus, we have taken the
decision to postpone this event. Once the government advises for events to go ahead safely then
we will endeavour to organise another date for this event.

VE Fun Run
Again, in line with the current government recommendations, a tough decision has been made to
postpone the VE Fun Run until a new date can be arranged. The Fun Run committee will send a
further update in the next magazine.

VE Day - Picnic in the Park
The village event which was to be held on Friday 8th May midday to 4pm - has had to be cancelled.

As this magazine goes to print the following events are planned to go ahead, however in
light of the daily recommendations by the government, we suggest people keep an eye
out on our social media for the latest information.

AGM
We'd like to invite all members of the Silchester Association to our AGM which is being held on
Friday 3rd April at 7.45. This is an opportunity for people to hear about the Association's work
within the last year and our plans for the upcoming 12 months. We currently have vacancies on the
main committee, if you wish to join us,  please come along or contact secretary@silchester.org

Dates for the diary:

Silchester Association AGM    3rd April 2020
Beer Festival      12th September 2020
Boundary Walk     11th October 2020
Halloween Scarecrow Trail: October Half Term  24th October - 31st October 2020
Halloween Disco     30th October 2020

Amy Donnelly
Secretary ~ Silchester Association

secretary@silchester.org
Find out the latest information via our social media pages:

  @silchesterassociation

  @silchester_org
Privacy and Refund Policies

If you attend any of our events, you may appear in a photo which may be published on our website or Facebook page. However, if you are unhappy about any photographs
that are published, please let us know and we will remove them. For our pre-event ticket sales refund policy please read the information available on our website.



11

Our Magazine
We hope you all read the magazine last month, particularly as it was the start of our new

advertising year.  May I firstly, thank our advertisers for their continued support, most of them

over very many years. To our new advertisers, welcome, and we hope that placing your advert with

us will bring you many more customers. I am sad to report that we do NOT have an electrician

this year. If you are one, or know one, get in touch with me, you will be very welcome and our

rates are very reasonable.

Our Distributors are also working hard to collect your subscriptions. If you have not paid, be

aware that subs are due, still at the great rate of £5 per annum with senior citizens paying only

£3. We have been able to hold this cost purely because of advertising money, so keep your

magazine handy and tell the advertiser that you saw their advert in The Silchester Magazine.

I record my thanks also to our Distributors who unfailingly deliver the magazine to you come rain

or shine and who look forward to receiving your subs - as indeed does our Church Treasurer!!

Some distributors have been taking "blocks" of magazines and quite a few now collecting their own

bundles from the Church Room. More are welcome if you might be available.

We also say "many thanks" to our hard working print team who always happily turn up to print &

collate or magazine, and always with a smile. To our Editors who make the Magazine look so good

and check if all expected copy has indeed arrived and who actually make the advertising pages.

One thing I have to tell you - it is now THE END of distributors receiving your magazines in

plastic bags as I have no more hidden away. PLEASE return your bags to me at home or at church

if you can. Where we have to leave magazines in a vulnerable place I have a few dustbin bags that

I can use, so do not think rubbish has been dumped at your home! Magazines will be held in a wide

rubber band, save these & return to me please.

I cannot close this note without mentioning the very sad death of Gill Baldock, who delivered

magazines around Pamber Heath. She will be sadly missed by her friends at Church. I can report

that Nicole Caldicot has taken over Gill's round and we thank her very much for doing this.

Thank you all, once again, for your support to Marsden & myself.

Nancy Jones

A Prayer For All Those Affected by Coronavirus

Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy.

Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,

and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love

in Christ Jesus our Lord.



12

Parish Council News
For a two-week period in February contractors employed by the Parish Council worked on the

Common clearing gorse and silver birch to restore it to heathland and allowing heather to flourish.

This is in keeping with the requirements of Natural England to maintain the Site of Special

Scientific Interest (SSSI). Walkers will notice the much clearer outlook in the NW quadrant of

the Common close to Pamber Road and Impstone Road. Despite the largely wet weather bonfires

were lit to get rid of the brush. This remains the only cost-effective means of disposal and we

are aware that on some days the smoke blew towards residential properties but hope that this

didn't inconvenience residents too much. There will be no more contractor work until next Winter.

The regular volunteer work parties on the Common finished at the end of March and will not

resume until September. This season a number of well-used paths were cleared leaving a two

metre margin either side. Other volunteers have made repairs to the various duck boards around

the Common and one new one installed. Given the exceptionally wet conditions on the Common

these boards are in very regular use.

The coronavirus outbreak has been a significant item in the news for the past few weeks. As of

the time of writing (12/03/2020) there has been one confirmed case of the virus affecting a

Hampshire resident, who is being treated in London. Updated information on the spread of the

virus and the recommendations from Government for minimising its spread can be found at

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public

The site provides recommendations for travellers, the current Government actions on containing

the virus and also has links to the recommendations for those planning to travel. Please feel free

to contact the Parish Council Clerk if you think we may be able to point you in the direction of any

available support.

There was discussion in the Basingstoke & Deane council meeting regarding the possible reduction

in frequency of collection of kerbside waste bins. There was strong opposition to this proposal

and the council have decided that the collection frequency will not be changed. It was also noted

that from the evaluation of the waste being placed in the grey/black bins that up to one third of

waste going into these bins is suitable for recycling in the green bin. Please check on packaging

and similar items to see whether they are recyclable before dumping then in the waste bin. If you

find that you often have more recycling than the bin will hold, the council will supply a larger bin

on request or even supply a second green bin for regular collection.

Last year the Borough recycled 32% of all waste, an increase from 24% in the previous year.

Whilst the recycle rate may look lower compared to other council areas, the Basingstoke & Deane

rate includes industrial and commercial waste, not only household waste as some councils report.

Recycling is an important part of the fight against climate change and there are an increasing

number of items which can be recycled. The Silchester Magazine often gives options for recycling

at the School, Pavilion and the monthly Village Market.

The issue of traffic in School Lane during the morning drop off and afternoon pickup was a

subject of discussion at the last Parish Council meeting. A number of School Lane residents

attended the meeting to voice their concerns on the safety of pedestrians during these periods.

The council has limited power to act in this situation, but will be approaching the Highways

Authority in Basingstoke to discuss the issue and whether potential solutions exist.
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On 7th March the Annual Bark Spread in the Playground was done. There was a great

turnout of volunteers – especially considering that a mix-up in the delivery dates meant that

the work was not done on the day given in the last Magazine – enabling the 6 pallets to be

unloaded and spread in a record 30 minutes. Thanks to all the volunteers who came and

made it such an enjoyable exercise. Those who use the Playground regularly will have seen

the new donation box by the entrance, provided by the Basingstoke and Deane Council. The

playground is funded by donations and maintained largely by volunteers and any donations

are very welcome.

Janet Earl

Parish Council

Parish Council Contact Details
Our primary point of contact is our Parish Clerk

Parish Clerk: Chris Gunnell 07470 809086 clerk@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Paul Roper (Chairman) 07711 079451 paul.roper@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Mike Baldock 0118 970 1931 mike.baldock@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Janet Earl 0118 970 2251 janet.earl@silchester-pc.gov.uk

David Livingstone 0118 970 0135 david.livingstone@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Paul Miles 07760 888995 paul.miles@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Richard Westwood 07876 610577 richard.westwood@silchester-pc.gov.uk

Graham Wright 07837 248047 graham.wright@silchester-pc.gov.uk

How to Solve Sudoku
Place a number from 1-9 in each empty cell so

that each row, each column and each 3x3 block

contains all the numbers from 1-9.

This means that no number can appear twice in

any row, column or 3x3 box.
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The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek
letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…

St James the Least of All
On how to run your Notice Board

The Rectory,
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

Your decision to place a notice board outside
your church seems a good one - and its design in
blue plastic with luminous red detachable
letters seems entirely in
keeping with the aesthetics of
your building. Make sure that
it is lockable, however, as an
innocent notice saying 'all are
welcome' may be modified by a
devotee of anagrams to say
something far less polite by
the following day.

We recently replaced ours,
which had disappeared shortly
before last Bonfire Night. That the Scouts'
bonfire had a board which closely resembled
our old one in its centre was, I am sure, a
complete coincidence. The Venture Scouts'
collective smirk during the following week's
Parade Service did give one pause for thought,
and the Cubs' collapse into helpless laughter at
the chorus 'So light up the fire and let the
flames burn' only increased suspicion.

On reflection, you may not have been wise to
use your notice board to tell everyone your
holiday dates. Certainly, various local burglars
were tripping over each other inside the
vicarage while you were away. However, the
note the last one left you, saying that next time
he broke in, he would bring you something, since
you had so little left, was quite touching.

Inevitably, now that your church has a notice
board, there will be open warfare over who is
allowed to display notices on it. Will the
Slimmers Club be seen as biblical? Why is the

Ladies Guild notice twice as
large as all the others? And do
remember that while everyone
will want space to display their
notices, no one will ever remove
them once the event is over.
Plaintive announcements of
Christmas parties in April or of
Summer Fetes in November only
serve to take people down
memory lane.

Here's the best way to manage a
notice board: create that panacea for all
problems: a sub-committee. These poor people
only ever exist in order to get the clergy out of
tight corners and to make sure that matters
are discussed at such inordinate length that
every issue eventually dies a natural death. And
if even that fails, you could have a quiet word
with our Scouts before next year's Bonfire
Night.

Your loving uncle,  Eustace

The Hubble Space Telescope was launched

30 years ago, on 24th April 1990. It was named

after Edwin Hubble, an outstanding expert on

extragalactic astronomy in the 1920s and

1930s.

The launch, originally scheduled for 1983, had

been delayed by technical and budget problems

and by the Challenger disaster. Ironically the

NASA error that caused the Challenger

tragedy was similar to the one that led to the

Hubble telescope being launched with a

defective mirror – unwillingness to accept

technical warnings when there was great

pressure from above to go ahead.

In the case of the Hubble telescope, also built

by NASA with help from the European Space

Agency, a more basic machine revealed the

problem with the mirror, but those in charge

did not believe it because a newer, more

complex machine had given the go-ahead.

The problem was put right by astronauts in

1993 – the telescope was always designed to be

serviced in orbit – and since then its position

outside the Earth’s atmosphere has enabled it

to record many detailed visible light images

that have enabled scientists a deep view into

space, leading to new theories in astrophysics.

The telescope is estimated to remain in working

order until 2030-2040.
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Phoenix Club - April Meeting is Cancelled
Due to the uncertainty about the Covid 19 coronavirus and the fact that most people who attend

the meetings come in the 'vulnerable' category we have decided to cancel the April meeting.

We obviously don't know how this will develop so we will be making decisions one month at a time.

Please look at the next magazine for our decision about the May meeting. Also please pass this on

to anybody you know who doesn't see a magazine.

If anybody needs help at the moment please contact Jan on 01189700416 or Ann-Marie

01189700627. We'll do our best to help you or put you in touch with somebody else who can help.

Stay well.

Jan & Anne-Marie

Silchester Fun Run 2020
Due to coronavirus the 2020 Silchester Fun Run will not take place on Sunday May 9.

John Davis

Silchester Roman Dig Talk
After careful consideration, we have decided to postpone Professor Fulford’s talk - which was due

to have been held on Friday 27th March. We will hopefully reschedule it later in the year.

Silchester Association

Friendship Circle Coffee Mornings
It has been agreed that the April coffee morning will not take place as a precaution against

Corona virus.

Please refer to the diary for the date and time of the next meeting. Hopefully we will be able to

get back to normal quickly and all the nasty bugs will be a distant memory. Thank you to all the

kind people who have hosted this get together in the past and we hope to see new friends in the

months to come.

Everyone is welcome, give it a try.  Keep safe and well.

Heather Cole ~ 01189700469

Concert in Parish Church
The Kingsclere Singers concert, scheduled for the parish church on 28 March 2020, has been

postponed due to the Cornoavirus.

Ralph Atton

Services for April
Due to Coronavirus, all the services and actives in April

at the Methodist church are cancelled

Minister Revd Dr Ruth Midcalf (0118 9700139)
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Calleva Society March 2020

Travellers site - Land Adjacent To and Rear Of Culhams Mill also referred to as rear of Rampiers.

Appeal Date set for June 16th 2020
There has been no more activity reported on the site in the last few weeks, although we have

been monitoring the water levels and have some interesting pictures of the flooded site.

The Travellers have appealed to the Planning Inspector against the enforcement order made by

Basingstoke and Deane Council. This has resulted in the Planning Inspectorate appointing a

Planning Inspector to hear the appeal at a hearing which has been scheduled to start on June 16th

2020 and last 8 days. The Hearing is currently scheduled to take place in the Council Chamber at

Basingstoke Council offices.

The Planning Inspector places strength of local opinion high on the list of influences towards the

hearing result. So if you can make it to the hearing any days to lend you support it would be of

great help. Details of transport will be confirmed closer to the date.

Steve Spillane, Simon Mahaffey and the team.

Calleva Society

callevasociety@gmail.com

www.callevasociety.org or to donate https://callevasociety.org/make-a-donation/

Silchester Village Market

It is with deep regret that due to the ongoing situation with the outbreak of Co-Vid 19, that I

have decided to cancel the Market on 4th April. The safety of our customers,

our community and stall holders is paramount.

We hope that future monthly Markets will resume as soon as possible

and I will keep customers posted via this magazine and FaceBook.

The Market is usually a place to come for provisions and for our

stallholders to be able to receive payment in exchange for their wares.

A valuable source of income for small businesses, perhaps even more important in these

unprecedented times.

I am therefore liaising with the stall holders who would be grateful for your continued custom

and be prepared and able to deliver to you in a safe way. Information will be made available on

FaceBook.

If you'd like to support our stallholders but don't have access to FaceBook, please contact me

and I will pass your contact details so you can arrange your purchases.

Sorry for any disappointment due to the cancelling of the Market.

Keep safe and well.

Paula Gibbons - Market Organiser

Telephone; 079565 33471 or Email: info@silchestervillagemarket.org.uk

Website: www.silchestervillagemarket.org.uk  FaceBook:  Silchester Village Market
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Silchester Village Hall
Village Hall AGM 9th March 2020

We had a very successful AGM with representatives
of many of the hall users. The Minutes of last year’s
AGM along with the financial reports were accepted
by the meeting, We would like to express our thanks
to Paul King of Little London Road for his excellent
work as Independent Auditor. Peter Allison from Kings
Road was proposed and elected as a new trustee.

Subsequent to the meeting Jonathan Murdoch stood
down as a trustee after many years as Chairman and a
trustee. We would like to thank Jonathan for all his
efforts with the Village Hall - particularly with large
project for the kitchen extension.

The trustees elected by residents at the meeting
were:-

� Peter Allison
� Sarah Bradshaw
� Eamonn McArdle (Treasurer)
� Kirstie Jones
� Jo Pearce
� Liz Pearce (Secretary)
� Theresa Philpott
� Paul Roper
� Steve Spillane (Chairman)

The annual reports are now on the website for the
financial year 2018/2019
and can be seen at
http://www.silchestervillagehall.org.uk/Annual
returns.htm

Silchester Fine Dining Society
On Saturday 29th February, the trustees of
Silchester Village Hall held their inaugural sitting
of the Silchester Fine Dining Society.  Our chef,
Peter Allison and his team, treated the attendees
to a 6-course meal starting with a mouth-
watering selection of canapés and ending with an
assortment of delicious hand-made truffles.  Our
Fine Dining Society Committee did an amazing
job, turning the Hall into a top-class dining room.
The team of servers, moved seamlessly both
delivering food to the tables and collecting plates
to the highest of standards. The trustees are
already looking forward to the next event,
especially for those who were unable to join us on
this occasion. Our chef, Peter Allison, specialises
in home dining and details can be found on the
inside back page of the Silchester Magazine.

Development Plans
The trustees are currently looking at
developments at the Village Hall to increase
capacity and provide more useable space. The
first project is to build a store room off the
main hall in front of the kitchen/toilets to

accommodate all the chairs and tables. This will
hopefully make the hall more appealing for potential
hirers without the clutter at the back of the hall. The
second project is the removal of the pillars that
support the balcony. This will open up the back of the
hall and provide more useable space. The third project
is to build some dedicated storage facilities at the
rear of the hall so we can remove the sheds that are
currently there. The storage could be used by groups
such as Silchester Parish Council, Silchester
Association, The Guides, Silchester Players etc. We
are currently having outline plans drawn up and will be
seeking comments from residents in the near future.

Hire the Village Hall for Social
or Family Events

Have you thought of using the Village Hall for your
family celebrations? The main hall can seat up to 80 at
tables and the club room up to 40. For example the
club room has been used as a food servery and the
main hall for dining. For those not wanting to do their
own we have contacts with a variety of suppliers who
can provide everything from a simple buffet to a full
fine dining experience. We have catered for
Birthdays, Christenings, Weddings, Anniversaries,
Funeral Teas and Christmas family celebrations.
Contact Viv on 0118 970 0940 or Steve below.

Steve Spillane
Chairman, Silchester Village Hall Managing Trustees

steve@spillane.com  0118 970 0996
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As the weather gets warmer, ladybirds are
becoming increasingly active. On sunny days you
may see them exploring bushes and flowers in
search of aphids, which are a pest for
gardeners but a favourite snack for ladybirds.
In fact, they like them so much that a single
ladybird can eat 5,000 aphids in a year!

There are 46 different species of ladybird in
the UK, but the most common is the bright red
seven-spot. This cheerful beetle is the one that
springs to mind when we
think of the classic ladybird
in a children's storybook, but
ladybirds come in a wide
range of colours and
patterns.

Not all ladybirds are spotty -
some have stripes instead,
and they vary in colour from
sunny yellow to deepest
black. These vibrant shells
are also tiny suits of armour:
the bright colours and bold
patterns remind predators
that they taste nasty, so
after eating one, peckish
birds and mammals don't come back for more.

People used to think that the number of spots
on a ladybird could tell you how old it was, but
we now know that they are an indicator of
species rather than age. Some ladybirds have
useful names like the twenty-two spot, which
can help you identify them, but there are some
confusing variations in certain species.

For instance, the two-spot
ladybird is typically red
with two black spots, but it
can also be black with four
to six red spots. This is
thought to be because it is
more palatable than other
species, so it mimics more
toxic relatives to defend itself.

Another defence is to release a tiny drop of
liquid when disturbed. This
may sound harmless enough,
but the fluid they excrete
smells horrible and contains a
poison. It won't hurt a human
but can be harmful to smaller
animals, except for a few
that are immune (such as
swifts and swallows).

If you have ever held a
ladybird you may have been
on the receiving end of this
unpleasant excretion, but if
you can look past this they
are great to have in the

garden, where they act as natural pest
controllers.

Visit our website to find out how you can make
your patch a haven for ladybirds and other
wildlife: hiwwt.org.uk/actions

Alice Ashcroft

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

Spot the Difference

Ladybird © Alan Price
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Planning

To Colour
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The Parochial Church Council accepts no

responsibility for opinions expressed by individuals

within this publication.

The Parochial Church Council does not endorse

claims that are made by advertisers within this

publication.

Advertising in the
Silchester Magazine

If you have a business, or service to offer to
others, you should consider advertising in the

Silchester Magazine.
If you feel you would like to advertise on our
Yellow Pages, get in touch with me before the

copy date of the 13th of the month.
Our annual rates (for 11 issues) are:-

1/12 page   8.5cm x 4cm     £50
1/8 page     8.5cm x 6cm     £60
1/6 page  8.5cm x 7.75cm   £73

1/4 page  8.5cm x 12.25cm  £100
1/2 page  18cm x 12.25cm  £180

Please contact Nancy at

advertisers@silchester.org

or on 0118 9700546
for more information

Monthly rates from March 2020 are:
1/12 page - £17;  1/8 page - £20;
1/6 page - £23;  1/4 page - £30

We try to attract advertisements for most of the
trades and services you may require so please
keep your magazine near the telephone or

computer and use it as a local directory.

The revenue from the sale of advertising space
helps significantly in keeping down the cost of the

magazine.

COPYRIGHT :
Please note that all articles and photographs must be

signed or attributed to the author, otherwise it may not

be possible to include them due to copyright.

Would you like to subscribe to

this magazine?
Contact: Nancy Jones, Distribution Manager,

details as above.

Subscription to the magazine is now £5 per

annum for 11 issues. Seniors are £3.

Copy should be sent to

editor@silchester.org

The deadline for submissions is the 13th of

each month and should be carefully adhered to.

Please check before

attending.
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Useful Local Telephone Numbers
THE PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN, SILCHESTER

Rector     The Revd Richard Harlow   0118 981 4860
E mail: richard73harlow@aol.com

Resident Priest   The Revd Rob Young    0118 9700884
                E mail: robwyoung101@gmail.com
Churchwarden    Sandra Speight    0118 970 0570
Assistant Wardens   Veronica Picton    0118 981 5782

Richard Eldridge                    0118 970 0744
     Em Paddick Wilsdon    0118 970 0542
Vice Chairman    Richard Fletcher     0118 970 0633
Honorary Treasurer Richard Eldridge                    0118 970 0744
Deanery Synod vacant post

Gift Aid Secretaries      Richard and Sheila Fletcher   0118 970 0633
PCC Secretary    Colin Hunt     0118 970 0726
Church Electoral Roll Officer Heidi Williams                    0118 970 1299
Organist    Henry Peat     07711  651 111
THE METHODIST CHURCH

Minister    Revd Dr Ruth Midcalf    0118 970 0139
Church Secretary   Angela Hiscock    01256 850432
Local Methodist Contact  Kathy Evans     0118 970 1234
Methodist Hall Hire   Lynda Kennedy     0118 981 2785
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH - PARISH OF ST MICHAEL'S, TADLEY

Parish Priest    Rev. Patrick Tansey                 0118 981 4572
Parish Secretary   Barbara Davis   E mail: Tadley@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
SILCHESTER MAGAZINE

Editors    John & Claire Richardson E mail: editor@silchester.org
Distribution/Printing &  Nancy & Marsden Jones              0118 970 0546
Advertising Managers              E mail: nancy@silchester.org
CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

Bell Ringers, St Mary’s  Ian Roulstone      01256 881010
Friendship Circle Coffee Mornings Heather Cole     0118 970 0469
Sow & Grow    Rosemary Lister      0118 970 2219
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Phoenix Club    Ann-Marie Dalton                   0118 970 0627
     Jan Hughes     0118 970 0416
Calleva Women’s Institute  Valerie Hudson                   0118 933 2870
Richard Hyde Charity, Secretary to the Trustees,  Helen Morgan   0118 970 1055
Silchester Give and Take Group Helen Morgan/        0118 970 1055
     Rosemary Evans    0118 970 1070
Silchester Association            secretary@silchester.org
Silchester Welcomers’  Group Jan Hughes     0118 970 0416
Silchester Players   Tim Oliver       0118 981 9134
Silchester Cricket Club  Paul Hearn         0118 982 1405
Silchester Football Club  Paul Evans          0118 970 1293
Loddon Valley Lions    Ian Hellem     0118 970 0147
RNLI (Lifeboats) Tadley Branch Jack Shovel          0118 970 0992
Macmillan Cancer Support    Virginia Budd       01256 850239
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
Tuesday Club:  Babies & Toddlers Vicky Rodd     0118 970 1880

Rainbow  Guides

Brownies    Kirstie Jones - Kirstiejones5@btinternet.com 0118 970 1481

Guides, 1st Silchester   Della Raven       0118 970 1627

Scouts, Cubs & Beavers ~ Bramley  Neil Smith      01256 880405

Scouts, Cubs & Beavers ~ Pamber Heath Melissa Stroud              0118 970 2241

Tadley / Calleva Boys Football  Tim Spagg     0118 981 5674

Dancing     Daphne Bennett             0118 983 2638

Air Cadets - Tadley         0118 981  9186

EDUCATION

Cherry Trees Pre-school   Amanda Davies     07833 547810

Silchester CE (Aided) Primary School  Headteacher :  Kathryn Williams   0118  970 0256

Silchester School PTA Clare Loxley (Secretary)    0118 970 1655

The Hurst Community College, Baughurst Headteacher :  Roger Jones          0118 981 7474

HEALTH

Doctors     Holmwood Health Centre, Tadley         0118 981 4166

     Morland Surgery, New Road, Tadley          0118 981 6661

     The Surgery, Mortimer           0118 933 2436

Dentists   Oaktree Dental Practice, West End Road, Mortimer  0118 933 3121

Opticians    Leightons Tadley    0118 981 2250

     Optimum Vision Clinic    0118 981 0267

Chemists    Holmwood Pharmacy, Franklin Avenue  0118 981 1984

     Morland Pharmacy, 40 New Road, Tadley  0118 982 0157

     Thornhill Pharmacy, Mortimer          0118 933 2373

     Sainsbury’s, Tadley           0118 981 3572

LOCAL SERVICES

Silchester Parish Council Clerk  Chris Gunnell           07470 809086

Parish Footpath Officers  Liz and Ken Hingley    0118 970 1238

Local Borough Councillor   Roger Gardiner      0118 970 1109

Local Borough Councillor   Simon Mahaffey

County Councillor   Rhydian Vaughan     07712 695476

Police REPORTING AN INCIDENT 101

Local  Officer    Emma Page- emma.page@hampshire.pnn.police.uk

Library     Tadley Library     0118 981 4602

Village Hall and Club Room  Bookings :  Vivienne Hartshorn          0118 970 0940

Secretary                secretary@silchestervillagehall.org.uk

Village Market    Paula Gibbons: info@silchestervillagemarket.org.uk 0118 970 0999

Dial-A-Ride Community Transport       01256 462101

Age Concern    Chute House, Church St, Basingstoke   01256 840553

Hospice Shops    Chineham Shopping Centre   01256 331888

     Mulfords Hill, Tadley     0118 982 0888

Helping Hands - Community Shop  Franklin Avenue, Tadley    0752 713 7778

Citizens Advice     Franklin Avenue, Tadley    03444 111 306

Swimming    Tadley Swimming Pool    0118 981 7818

Buses     Hampshire Bus Company    01256 464501
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DRUM LESSONS  
Professional musician/teacher/author  

Drum teacher since 2003  

Playing drums since 1987  

DBS enhanced cer7fied  

Teaching all ages and abili7es  

Contact: John Lezana 07947728686  

John.Lezana1@b7nternet.com  

www.johnlezana.com 

tadleycarpenters@aol.com 
www.tadleycarpenters.co.uk 

BRIAN NASH 

Tree Surgeons & 

Hedge Maintenance 

plus 

All Types of Fencing 

25 years experience 

Free Quotation        

and Advice 

Telephone 

0118 9700525  

Or 24 hours 

07414793015 

How Do You…? 
Let Local people know about  

 

Your Business  ???Your Business  ???Your Business  ???Your Business  ???    
    

Advertise here in the  
 

Silchester  
Magazine 

 

contact the Advertising Manager: 
 

Advertisers@Silchester.org 
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We use a pure water, reach and wash system which allows us to clean even the most difficult windows. 
B W 

C S 

 

 

 

& 
Sons 

 

Building Contractors 
 

* Extensions * Alterations * 
* New Build * Garden Walls * 

* Driveways * 
* Mini Digger Hire * 

 
 

Telephone : 01256 880133 
 

Mobile : 07778 565 030 

• Fudge & Joico Stockists 
• Dermalogica Facials 
• HD Brows 
• IPL Hair Removal 
• IPL Acne / Wrinkle Treatments 
• Laser Tattoo Removal 
• Fake Bake Tanning 
• Eye Lash Extensions 
• Eye Lash/Brow Tinting/Shaping 
• Wax Treatments 
• Gel Manicure / Pedicure Treatments 
• Advanced Electrolysis 
• Skin Tag / Thread Vein Treatment 
• Gift Vouchers Available 

Radiance hair and beauty 
18a Pamber Heath Road 

 Pamber Heath | Hampshire | RG26 3TG 
email: hello@radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk 
web:  www.radiance-hairandbeauty.co.uk 

Contact  

01189 700740 or 
07881 783867 

 

Flat Roofing 
 

15 year guarantee on all high performance felts 
also tiling and lead repairs 

 

Phone Bradfield 0118 9744701 or 07880930958 
eddylaming@hotmail.co.uk 

 

39 years experience 

•  N.P.T.C and R.F.S QUALIFIED TREE SURGEONS  •  

Our highly-trained and friendly team is available for: 
 

CROWN REDUCTION  •   CROWN LIFTING  
DEADWOOD REMOVAL  •   THINNING  

 DISMANTLING  •   FELLING  
HEDGE REDUCTION  •   HEDGE CUTTING  

FENCING  •   GRASS CUTTING  
SEASONED FIREWOOD  •   WOOD CHIPS   

‘A reliable and regular service offered’ 
FREE ESTIMATES 

TEL: MORTIMER 0118 9331346 • MOBILE: 07753 985121  
• email: info@oakeytreeservices.co.uk •  

• www.oakeytreeservices.co.uk •   

        H 
        e 
    Advertise 
        e 

 
Advertisers@Silchester.org 
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01256 477198        www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk 

Graham Lemm 
 

Painter & Decorator 
 

 Over 30 Years Experience 
City & Guilds Craft / Adv. Craft 

   

11 Hydes Platt,  Silchester 
  

Tel : 0118 9701024 
Mobile: 07899086773 
Email: graham1871@hotmail.co.uk 

Bo Peep’s 

  Day Nursery 

OFSTED RATED 

OUTSTANDING 
• Places for children 3 months to 5 years 

• Quality sessions or Day Care available 

• Qualified and experienced staff 

• Open 51 weeks of the year from 7.30am - 6pm 

Call us on:   

0118 9810805 
info@bopeepsdaynursery.co.uk 

 

The Old Coach House,  

Church Road, Tadley,  

Hants.  RG26  3AU 

Carpentry & Joinery 

Tel: 07767771090 
Email:jcmconstruct@yahoo.co.uk 

Specialising in Domestic, Equestrian, Agricultural, 
Period, General Building, Kitchen Fitting & 

Bespoke Joinery 

Why not Advertise Here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

contact the Advertising Manager: 
Advertisers@Silchester.org 

Forever Treasure  Forever Treasure  Forever Treasure  Forever Treasure      

Handcrafted Fine Silver KeepsakesHandcrafted Fine Silver KeepsakesHandcrafted Fine Silver KeepsakesHandcrafted Fine Silver Keepsakes    

Call: 07970 447163   Facebook: ForeverTreasureUkCall: 07970 447163   Facebook: ForeverTreasureUkCall: 07970 447163   Facebook: ForeverTreasureUkCall: 07970 447163   Facebook: ForeverTreasureUk    

Instagram: ForeverTreasureUkInstagram: ForeverTreasureUkInstagram: ForeverTreasureUkInstagram: ForeverTreasureUk    
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M.J.WHITFORD 
Garden Maintenance 

All types of work undertaken 

Pruning, Topping, Hedge Trimming, 

Grass Cutting. Weeding, Fencing, 

Garden Clearance 

All rubbish removed 

Garden Machinery  

Service and Repairs 

Lawn Mowers, Hedge Cutters 

Chain-Saws and all garden machinery. 

 

I will collect & deliver to your home 

Pensioner Discount 

 

Mobile : 07946 855463 

Home : 0118 9701662 

• Extensions and Alterations 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Re-fit 

• Hard Landscaping 

• Roof Repairs and Re-pointing 

• No job too small 
 

For a Free Quote 

Please contact Chris Edwards 

Deerhurst, School Lane, Silchester 

0118 9700674  or  07799401585 

chrised_wards@hotmail.com 
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End of the road 
for your vehicle? 

Responsible drivers scrap their vehicles 
at an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF). 
Because only an ATF can legally scrap a vehicle.  
That means any pollutants will be made safe  
before it’s recycled in an environmentally  
friendly way. 
What’s more, for certain types of vehicles you’ll get  
a DVLA approved Certificate of Destruction (CoD). 
A CoD proves that the ATF has told DVLA your  
vehicle has been scrapped and so is no longer your  
responsibility. www.direct.gov.uk/motoring 
 
 
 
 

VEHICLE RECYCLING SPECIALISTS 
UP TO £400 PAID FOR SCRAP CARS CALL FOR THE BEST PRICE 

FREE COLLECTION 
0118 971 4417  www.pvr.uk.com 

Wrays Farm, Rag Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4NY 
Environment Agency Licenced Site Number: WML 86211 

15% DISCOUNT  

FOR ALL  

READERS 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE  

WITH US? 
Contact the Advertising Manager: 

Advertisers@Silchester.org 
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ADVERTISER INDEX 

Please support our Advertisers 
They support us! 

 

Utilising a water fed telescopic pole system,  

using filtered and demineralised water,  

ensuring a crystal clear, streak free clean  

 

♦ Windows, frames and sills cleaned on every visit  

♦ Fully insured and professional service at a genuinely competitive price  

♦ Year round service  

♦ Attention to detail  

♦ No job too big or small, both domestic and commercial  

♦ Friendly / Reliable / Honest  

For a free quote or more information,  

please contact Tony on:  

Mobile: 07397 385 166  

Office: 0118 933 1306  

Email: cleanandeasy123@gmail.com  

            Find us on Facebook, check out our 5 reviews 

Offering a  
10% discount  

to all customers 
responding to this 

Silchester Magazine 
advert 



 

 

 

 

Free Consultations, Fixed Fees 

and a Friendly Local Team. 
A FRESH approach to your accountancy needs 

We can help you now with: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

0118 988 5822 

• Limited Companies and 
Partnerships 

• Individual and Sole Traders 

• VAT Returns 

• Payroll & CIS 

• Business Start-ups and 
Company Formations 

• Management Accounts 

• Full Bookkeeping Service 

• Quickbooks & Sage Specialists 

Mention this advert and receive a 10% discount on your fees 

ASH BROOK  
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 0118 982 1111 
24 hour dedicated helpline 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

TADLEY’S ONLY INDEPENDENT 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Proprietor Terina Dance  Dip.F.D. MBIFD 

 

TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED 

 

28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, RG26 3JE 

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 
  
 

Our family serving  

your family always 

THE HOME CHEF
 

   
  

Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch, Canapés, 
Fine Dining, Parties & Picnics 

  
  

Take the stress out of entertaining in the  
comfort of your own home. 

  
“Amazing food, beautifully prepared” 

  
“A wonderful dining experience” 

  
“The food was delicious and such good value” 

  
  
  

Peter Allison, Diploma in Culinary Arts 

(M): 07725 757 847 
(E): petergallison@hotmail.com 



0800 026 46 42 

1992-2020 

28 successful years 

28 Years Serving 
the Community 

Your truly local double glazing company 


