[ [ The Silchester Trail is a waymarked, circular walk
I h e S I I C h e S te r I ra I I o leading to the Roman Town of Calleva Atrebatum
[ at Silchester. This Trail features:
- Alternative start points at Bramley Station

An attractive circular walk of up to 8 miles which is waymarked along its route. or Silchester village.

(shorter circuits are available) Allow up to 3 hours to complete the entire circular walk. : ;IZT Ctentury Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
lichester.

This is one of three Basingstoke Heritage Trails - The English Heritage site of Calleva Atrebatum.
- Short cuts to create walks of either, 3 or 4 miles,

with an alternative path back to Bramley Station.

Interpretation panels are located at key points
along the trail which describe the various features
of interest en route.

A Leaflet is available from The Bramley, and
The Calleva Arms public house in Silchester.

For the more direct route to the Roman wall, turn right
after crossing the small footbridge ahead.

Clappers Farm

A 17th Century map of Silchester shows a substantial farmhouse was
already in existence on the site by 1653. Its name derives from the
ford across Silchester Brook. A ‘clapper’ was a rough bridge of raised
stones or a plank laid across running water to enable pedestrians to
keep their feet dry.

To your left of the kissing gate is a small 13th century moated site,
restored fish ponds and water-meadows. This site is believed to have
been the residence of the Keeper or ‘Parker’, an important manorial
official of the Manor of Silchester. Nothing of the building survives,
but the fish ponds and water-meadows, now planted with cricket
bat willows, have been restored with the help of the Countryside
Commission (and are open to the public).
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Ilh il id pse” The Trail takes you across the middle of the mediaeval park. In |
fi 1204 the Lord of the Manor paid the price of a palfrey (a small |

saddle horse) for a ‘Licence to Impark’ from his friend King John.
The boundary, or park pale, was a substantial earth bank topped

y by a wooden paling fence and inside ditch. This contained gates
Bl e and deer-leaps which enabled the deer to jump into the park, but
not out! The original park pale can still be traced for much of its
A \lustration of a Park Pale length and you will walk through it on the way to the Church.
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[ [ The Silchester Trail is a waymarked, circular walk
I h e S I I C h e S te r I ra I I o leading to the Roman Town of Calleva Atrebatum
[ at Silchester. This Trail features:
- Alternative start points at Bramley Station

or Silchester village.

- 12th Century Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
Silchester.

This is one of three Basingstoke Heritage Trails - The English Heritage site of Calleva Atrebatum.

- Short cuts to create walks of either, 3 or 4 miles,
with an alternative path back to Bramley Station.

Interpretation panels are located at key points
along the trail which describe the various features
of interest en route.

A Leaflet is available from The Bramley, and
The Calleva Arms public house in Silchester.

An attractive circular walk of up to 8 miles which is waymarked along its route.
(shorter circuits are available) Allow up to 3 hours to complete the entire circular walk.

The Parish Church

St. Mary the Virgin was first built in the mid-12th century. Much
earlier this was a sacred site for the Roman townspeople, as two
temples lie beneath the Church and the churchyard. Do take time
to goinside. The early 16th century screen, one of the finest in
Hampshire, was hidden in the times of the Reformation and the
Civil War, but found and restored in the 1860's.

Roman Amphitheatre
After visiting the Church proceed north up the road to see the

remains of the Roman amphitheatre. You will be able toreturnto [l SCEEEEES S = 00 T ‘,'"' e

the route by passing through the kissing gate beside theroadto | G  SSESEEEEEE RS - 0 00

the rear of Manor Farm House. \ y
A Chimney of Old Manor House (photo: P Hughes/www.silchesterlife.org) S
Old Manor House il ]
The Old Manor House, on your right, dates from the late . Fir Rl
16th/early 17th centuries. Evidence of the existence of a much Sy e eSS I

earlier house, possibly from the 13th century, is indicated by an ;
entrance to the Church being on the north side and the blocked- H I
up door to the Chancel. Such a door into the Church would have !
been for the use of the Priest and the Lord of the Manor only.
King John visited Silchester in May 1215, a month before he
signed the Magna Carta, and would have been entertained at the
earlier Manor House. The massive brick chimney of the house is
notable for its unusual design.

Rye House

As you walk round the Roman Town Wall, before you reach the
path to the main car park, you will see Rye House to your right.
The present house is 17th century, but was built on the site of
the hospice or convalescent home for the Monks of Reading
Abbey. They would be sent here to recover from illnesses or
perhaps to die. It is not known why the Monks chose this site,
but material from the Roman Town was used in the building of
A Church of St Mary the Virgin (photo: P Hughes/www.silchesterlife.org) Reading Abbey, founded by Henry lin 1121.
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[ [ The Silchester Trail is a waymarked, circular walk
I h e S I I C h e S te r I ra I I o leading to the Roman Town of Calleva Atrebatum
[ at Silchester. This Trail features:

- Alternative start points at Bramley Station

An attractive circular walk of up to 8 miles which is waymarked along its route. or Silchester village.

(shorter circuits are available) Allow up to 3 hours to complete the entire circular walk. . ;IZT Ctentury Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
lichester.
This is one of three Basingstoke Heritage Trails * The English Heritage site of Calleva Atrebatum.

- Short cuts to create walks of either, 3 or 4 miles,
with an alternative path back to Bramley Station.

Interpretation panels are located at key points
along the trail which describe the various features
of interest en route.

A Leaflet is available from The Bramley, and
The Calleva Arms public house in Silchester.

Silchester Village Hall

The Village Hall was built on land given by a local resident in
1926, and then cost £1,767. It opened with a pantomime on
the 21st December 1926. With the later addition of the ‘Club
Room’, paid for by The Working Men’s Club, the Hall has been in
permanent use for the benefit of the local Community.

Itis run as a Charitable Trust with a Management Committee to
oversee activities.
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A ol gravel workings on the Common
(Photo: P Hughes/www.silchesterlife.org)

e S it e ™ Silchester Common ““

A ilchester village, featuring The Calleva Arms The Cp_mmon on Whic.h you are sta_nding, is one of Fhe few “
(Photo: P Hugheé/www.sw\chesterhfe org) remaining areas of'aud heathlabnd in nort'h Hampshlre. aned |

and managed by Silchester Parish Council since 1978, it covers I

The Calleva Arms approx. 164 acres and was designated a Site of Special Scientific | 3

Today’s public house was built as “The Crown’ by Rector John Interest (SSSI) in 1951 .'29 houses have registered Rights of [t

Coles in 1837. The Rector installed as Landlord his tenant Common. The common is partly fenced and grazed by a small |

whose farm had served as the local ale-house. The Calleva herd of hardy Dexter cattle. |

Arms is a central feature of the Village now, but in the norman As you cross the Common, notice the old gravel workings to |

and mediaeval period, the settlements were grouped around your right, often filled with water. More extensive, deeper,

the Church and at The Pound. Increasing population in the 15th workings over the Common may represent gravel extraction for

century led to clearance on the common and a settlement shift the Roman Town. The streets of Calleva Atrebatum and major

away from the Church. roads would have needed a huge supply.
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[ [ The Silchester Trail is a waymarked, circular walk
I h e S I I C h e S te r I ra I I °® leading to the Roman Town of Calleva Atrebatum
[ at Silchester. This Trail features:
. . . . . . - Alternative start points at Bramley Station
An attractive circular walk of up to 8 miles which is waymarked along its route. or Silchester village.

(shorter circuits are available) Allow up to 3 hours to complete the entire circular walk. : ;IZtI:\ Cfntury Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
lichester.

This is one of three Basingstoke Heritage Trails - The English Heritage site of Calleva Atrebatum.
- Short cuts to create walks of either, 3 or 4 miles,

with an alternative path back to Bramley Station.

Interpretation panels are located at key points
along the trail which describe the various features
of interest en route.

A Leaflet is available from The Bramley, and
The Calleva Arms public house in Silchester.

Site of Roman Road

A Roman road ran just inside the entrance to this field. Nothing
visible remains now, but this road was the main route to
Winchester and Southampton leaving Silchester by the south
gate of the Roman wall.

Alternative route back to Bramley Station, via Bramley Frith
To return to Bramley Station by a different and slightly shorter
route, continue down Church Lane until you come to The Pound
(also known as Three Ashes). This hamlet may be of Saxon

Amphitheatre
S

origin. As its name suggests it was the village pound, or pinfold, ~ B LS EERIHTGE SRR S 0 TPEEREE 0 i { Steof pornionn o
which is where stray animals were kept. The owners of the =~ USRS Slbwgy S8 Fiac M SN =020 i i
animals had to pay a fine before the animals could be taken away. Y

e,
%/ Roman Wall

From The Pound, the route is waymarked, taking you over
Silchester Brook again and across the open fields to Bramley
Frith. (Please note that in wet weather the path adjoining
Bramley Frith can be very muddy).

Silchester

A Sichester Roman Wall, from the south gate

Bramley Frith

Bramley Frith is a relic of ancient woodland, but now a National
Grid Electricity sub-station dominates this wood. Once part of
the forest which once covered the south of England, Bramley
Frith still supports an impressive array of wildflowers, including
carpets of bluebells, many rare insects and mammals such as
the dormouse. An iron-age earthwork survives on the northern
boundary. A steep earth bank and ditch encloses much of the
woodland, dating back at least 1000 years, and is easily seen
from the boundary footpath.

From the Frith the Trail returns to Bramley Station by way of
local lanes.
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A Bluebell wood (photo: Stephen Hodgson)
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